


When To Test  

DES recommends that prospective homebuyers test the water in a home with a private well before pur-
chase.  

Water quality in wells is generally stable, and if a change is going to occur, it occurs slowly. Thus the 
interval between water quality tests, once you've purchased the home, can generally be in terms of years 
(see chart) if a well is properly constructed and located in a safe area.  

However, the following conditions would prompt more frequent testing:  

 • Heavily developed areas with land uses that handle hazardous chemicals.  
 

•Recent well construction activities or repairs. DES recommends taking a bacterial test after any well 
repair or pump or plumbing modification, but only after substantial flushing of the water system.  

 • Contaminant concentrations above state or federal standards found in earlier testing.  
 • Noticeable variations in quality like a water quality change after a heavy rain or an unexplained 
change in a previously trouble-free well (i.e. funny taste, cloudy appearance, etc.).  
 

When taking any sample, DES recommends that it be taken after a heavy rainstorm. These events tend to 
highlight conditions of improper well construction or poor soil filtration.  

 

What the Tests Tell You  



Results will reveal the level at which any of the tested substances were found in your water sample. The 
mere presence of these contaminants in well water does not necessarily imply that there is a problem. 
How-ever, when levels exceed state or federal health standards, you should take steps to correct the 
situation. Several methods are available from commercial contractors to treat contaminated water. DES has 
informational documents on the web concerning all common water quality problems and their solutions.  

 

For More Information  

For more information about water quality testing for private wells, including information about 
contacting certified laboratories in New Hampshire or about preventing well contamination, contact the 
DES Water Supply Engineering Bureau.  

N.H. Dept. of Environmental Services Water Supply Engineering Bureau PO Box 95 — 6 Hazen Drive Concord, 
NH 03302-0095 (603) 271-2513  

www.des.state.nh.us/wseb  


